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The Fig Tree - What It Means for Israel, for the World, and for Us

Speaking about the end of this world and the signs of the times (Matthew 24), Jesus said the following
about the fig tree:

"Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become tender and
puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near. So you also, when you see all these things,
know that it is near--at the doors! Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means
pass away till all these things take place. (Matthew 24:32-34)

The fig tree is a symbol of Israel, just like the vine and the olive tree. But the fig tree specifically
represents the Israel of the end times, that is, the Israel after the time of Jesus. When the fig tree shoots
up again and begins to put forth leaves, then “summer” is near, i.e. the time of this world ends and a
new era begins (the Millennial Kingdom).

Another passage in the Gospel where we encounter the fig tree is the following (Matthew 21):

Now in the morning, as He returned to the city, He was hungry. And seeing a fig tree by the
road, He came to it and found nothing on it but leaves, and said to it, "Let no fruit grow on
yvou ever again.”" Immediately the fig tree withered away. And when the disciples saw it, they
marveled, saying, "How did the fig tree wither away so soon?" (Matthew 21:18-20)

Jesus showed His power here in a way that amazed the disciples. But why did Jesus curse the fig tree?
Why was He angry with the tree? Was He angry just because He was hungry and could not find
anything to eat from it? Surely not, there had to be more to it. We must understand that this was a
prophetic act. It was a symbolic curse, which was basically directed at Israel. Jesus knew that the
people of Israel would reject His teachings, which would lead to their spiritual barrenness.

A non-Biblical writing reports that Jesus taught as follows:

“Some men went to sell figs. But when they came to the market, the people were not looking
for good figs at all, but only for beautiful leaves. Therefore the men could not sell their figs.
When a man from the city saw this, he said, ‘I will make myself rich.” So he called his two
sons and said, ‘Go and gather a great many leaves on which are bad figs.” And these they sold
for gold at their weight, for the people were very pleased with the leaves. Then when the
people ate the figs, they became very sick.

It is good to know that the fig tree produces two types of fruit. Bad figs refer to early figs, which are
edible but often cause stomach upset. Good figs are picked in the fall.

But the fact that people only wanted to buy leaves means that they were only interested in the beautiful
religious formalities that the various Jewish ceremonies produced, but not in the genuine faith that



Jesus spoke of. If they had followed Jesus’ teachings, they would have been born again, and then they
would have begun to bear spiritual fruit. Jesus knew that soon after His death they would turn their
backs on Him completely. Although Jesus’ disciples took the gospel to all the world, the Jews
generally rejected Jesus’ teachings. As a result, in 70 AD the Romans captured the city of Jerusalem
and demolished its temple so that not one stone was left upon another. As a result, they no longer had
a religious center, could not perform sacrifices, and had no priesthood. After the revolt, in 135 AD,
the Jews were forced to leave their land altogether, to go among other nations. That is what Jesus
meant by the curse on the fig tree, and it lasted for over 1800 years for the Jewish people.

But the root of the fig tree is strong. Jesus did not kill it. At the beginning of the 20th century, a new
shoot began to sprout from the root. In 1948, Israel declared itself an independent state before our
eyes. The young tree was still producing mainly leaves, i.e., Judaism based on the law was still in full
force, but now it is starting to bear real fruit. Messianic congregations have sprung up in various parts
of Israel. It is estimated that there are about 30,000 Messianic Jews in the country, and a total of about
350,000 in the world. This is the miracle of the fig tree. And according to Paul, even more is to come:

For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be
wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of
the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written. (Romans 11:25-26).
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Figure. An old fig tree producing fruit.

But what else did Jesus say ? He said that the generation that sees this happen will not completely
pass away. The generation that was born in 1948 is now 77 years old. I myself was born about nine
months after Israel declared independence, so I consider myself to be part of that generation. And
anyone who looks at my gray hair can tell that there is not much time left. Of course, my life or death
does not in any way determine the coming of Jesus, but Jesus said that that generation will not
completely pass away until all the end-time prophecies have been fulfilled.



Besides, before Jesus returns, the rapture of believers should take place. Whether it happens 7, 3%,
2, or 1 year or just a few days before Jesus returns to earth, is ultimately irrelevant. The only important
thing is that we believers are involved in that rapture, because in this way God wants to save us from
the day of the Lord's wrath, which this world will face when Jesus returns. ( Isa . 13:9-13)

Behold, the day of the Lord comes, Cruel, with both wrath and fierce anger, To lay the land
desolate; And He will destroy its sinners from it. (Isa. 13:9)

This teaching is not intended to frighten you. It is not scaremongering, but factual information that
all believers should be aware of. No previous generation has experienced the rebirth of the State of
Israel. Many Bible scholars strongly believe that we are now living the last days. And they say that it
is truly the time to watch our own faith life.

Let us then consider Jesus' parable of the ten virgins:

"Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went
out to meet the bridegroom. Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish. Those who
were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, but the wise took oil in their vessels
with their lamps. But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept.

And at midnight a cry was heard: 'Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet
him!' Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise,
'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' But the wise answered, saying, 'No,
lest there should not be enough for us and you, but go rather to those who sell, and buy for
yourselves.' And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went
in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut.

Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open to us!' But he answered and
said, 'Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.' Watch therefore, for you know neither the
day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming. (Matthew 25:1-13)

We understand what Jesus meant by this parable, but it is still good to know something about the
Jewish wedding customs on which this parable is based.

A Jewish wedding goes like this: First, the groom comes to the bride's house to betroth his bride.
Then he goes to his own village to prepare a home for his bride and himself, and to prepare the
wedding. How long he stays is a big secret. The bride doesn't know anything about it either, but it is
customary for her to be ready at all times. The groom could come even in the middle of the night, and
she had to be ready even then. The same applied to the bridesmaids.

Let us understand the parable of the bride and groom from this perspective. First, the Bridegroom,
1.e. Jesus, came to the bride’s house, i.e. this world, to betroth His Bride. We are the Bride and Jesus
has betrothed us. After that, Jesus went to heaven to prepare a place for His Bride and the heavenly
wedding. He said:

In My Father's house are many mansions, if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive
you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. (John 14:2-3)



In Jesus’ parable, it is about the bridesmaids, not the bride. However, it is the same in this case,
because when Jesus is the Bridegroom, the Bride is made up of many people. But only those who are
prepared for Jesus’ return will enter the wedding house. Others who are fast asleep or who are not
prepared for the Bridegroom to come in the dark will be left outside the door.

The coming of the Bridegroom is a joyful thing. We cannot fear or panic about something that we
actually hope for. After all, Christians have always looked forward to the day when we will be free
from all that Satan has done in this world and will be able to enjoy the heavenly blessings of the new
world. If we are in living faith, we have nothing to worry about. However, we must make sure that
we have enough oil of the Holy Spirit in our lamps!

Let us pray. Thank you Lord Jesus for the miracle of the fig tree. Thank you that Israel is your chosen
people and that the land of Israel is your land. You have chosen them and will not regret your choice.
You hold on to them jealously and also to their land that you promised to give them. We know that it
is not about their excellence, on the contrary, they rejected their Messiah and Savior, but it is about
Your choice and the promises made to the fathers. You never break your promises. Even if they or
we have been unfaithful, you are always faithful. Thank you that the veil of Moses will soon be taken
away from their eyes so that they will recognize and confess Jesus as their Messiah — and begin to
bear good spiritual fruit.

Thank you for being faithful also to us who have already given our lives to You. You have promised
to come and take us out of this world before the so-called day of the Lord's wrath. We do not know
exactly when that will happen, but it will be a great day of deliverance and joy for us. Thank you,
Holy Spirit, for making your home within us and keeping us informed. Thank you that even in the
midst of possible persecution, you strengthen us and keep our flame alive. Thank you that we can
wait for that day calm, peaceful and trusting in your grace. Amen



